Trends of Visegrad Foreign Policy

Welcome to the questionnaire for the research project Trends of Visegrad Foreign Policy which aims to map attitudes
of foreign policy elites from the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia.
We will be very thankful if you dedicate the following 15 minutes to completing the questionnaire. Please answer the
questions according to your personal views and opinions.
The answers are collected anonymously, in the first question you will be asked to indicate your occupation only. You
have the possibility to skip any of the listed questions.
The research project is realized by four think-tanks from the Visegrad Group: Association for International Affairs (AMO),
Center for EU Enlargement Studies of the Central European University (CENS/CEU), Central European Policy Institute
(CEPI) and Institute of Public Affairs (IPA).
The project has been supported by the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech
Republic and the Open Society Foundations.
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OCCUPATION

1. Which of the following best describes your current occupation?
businessman/ businesswoman
civil servant
journalist
politician
researcher/ expert
other (please specify)
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BILATERAL ISSUES

Now we will ask you a few questions about the bilateral relations of your country.
2.
Which countries are the 5 most important partners for your country’s foreign policy? (Please
write down five countries. The order does not matter.)
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

3. Evaluate the importance of the following countries for your country.
(Please note that country-specific questionnaires do not include the option referring to your
country.)
important
Austria
China
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Hungary
Israel
Lithuania
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Sweden
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom
USA

somewhat
important

somewhat
unimportant

unimportant

I don't know

4. Evaluate the quality of your country’s relations with the following countries on a scale of 1 to
5 (1 for very good and 5 for very bad).
(Please note that country-specific questionnaires do not include the option referring to your
country.)
1
Austria
China
Czech Republic
France
Germany
Hungary
Israel
Lithuania
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia
Slovakia
Sweden
Turkey
Ukraine
United Kingdom
USA

2

3

4

5

I don't know
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INTERNATIONAL ISSUES

Now we will ask you a question concerning international issues.
5. How important will the following issues be for your country’s foreign policy in the next 5
years?
important
energy security
illegal immigration
promotion of human rights and democracy
international development cooperation
international terrorism
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction
climate change
pandemic of infectious diseases
cyber security
armed conflicts
instability in the EU's neighborhood
upholding international law and norms
organized crime
liberalization of world trade

somewhat somewhat
important unimportant unimportant

I don't
know
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Now we will ask you two questions about international organizations.
6. Is the membership of your country in the following international organizations beneficial for
pursuing its national interests?
beneficial

somewhat
beneficial

somewhat nonbeneficial

non-beneficial

I don't know

EU
NATO
UN
OSCE
Council of Europe

7. Compared to now, how important will the following international organizations be for your
country in the next five years?
more
important
EU
NATO
UN
OSCE
Council of Europe

somewhat
more
important

no change

somewhat less
important
less important

I don't know
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EUROPEAN INTEGRATION

Now we will ask you a few questions concerning European integration issues.
8. What do you think will characterize the development of the EU in the next 10 years?
agree

somewhat somewhat
agree
disagree

disagree

I don't
know

Stronger supranational elements and a shift in powers to
joint institutions.
More differentiated (“multi-speed”) integration.
Stronger large member states which will increasingly
determine the course, regardless of the smaller countries.

9. How important will the following issues be for the EU in the next 5 years?
somewhat somewhat
important important unimportant unimportant
energy policy
single market
socio-economic cohesion
common agricultural policy
science and research
Common Foreign and Security Policy / Common
Security and Defense Policy
policy towards the Eastern neighborhood
policy towards the Southern neighborhood
liberalization of world trade
promotion of human rights and democracy
consumer policy
EU enlargement
development of the Eurozone
reform of EU institutions
free movement of people
immigration from non-EU countries
competitiveness of the EU in the world
digital economy

I don't
know

10. How do you think the EU enlargement process will develop in the future?
agree
The EU will admit some of the remainining Western
Balkan countries (Albania, Bosnia and Hercegovina,
Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia) within 10 years.
The EU will admit Turkey within 10 years.
The EU will open accession negotiations with at least one
of the associated countries (Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine)
within 10 years.

somewhat somewhat
agree
disagree

disagree

I don't
know
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VISEGRAD GROUP

Now we will ask you a few questions regarding Visegrad cooperation.
11. To what extent do you agree with the following statements about the role of the Visegrad
Group in the European Union?
agree

somewhat somewhat
agree
disagree

disagree

I don't
know

The Visegrad Group is an influential actor in the EU.
The Visegrad Group plays a constructive role in the EU.
The participation in the Visegrad Group is important for
your country.
The participation in the Visegrad Group is beneficial for
pursuing your country’s national interests.

12. To what extent do you agree with the following propositions about the future development of
the Visegrad Group?
agree

somewhat somewhat
agree
disagree

disagree

I don't
know

The V4 should more often strive for a joint approach.
The V4 members should be the first partners for coalition
building when pursuing your country’s foreign policy
interests.
The V4 cooperation should be further institutionalized
through the creation of a single secretariat.
The parliamentary dimension of the V4 should be
strengthened.
The V4 should incorporate more areas of cooperation.
The V4 should enlarge.

13. What, in your opinion, are the 3 most important policy areas that the Visegrad Group should
focus on? (The order does not matter.)
1.
2.
3.

14. Evaluate the performance of the Visegrad Group in the following areas.
successful

somewhat
successful

somewhat
unsuccessful

unsuccessful

I don't know

coordination within
the EU
energy policy
defense
Eastern policy
Western Balkans
culture and education

15. What do you consider to be the 3 main difficulties in achieving successful cooperation
within the Visegrad Group? (The order does not matter.)
1.
2.
3.
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TRANSATLANTIC RELATIONS

Now we will ask you two questions regarding transatlantic relations.
16. What, in your opinion, are the 3 issues which will be the most important for the transatlantic
relationship in the next 5 years? (The order does not matter.)
1.
2.
3.

17. How intensive will transatlantic relations be in the following areas in the next 5 years?
somewhat
more intensive more intensive
The relationship
between Europe and
the US in the area of
security and defense
will be…
The relationship
between Europe and
the US in the area of
the economy and
trade will be…

somewhat less
no change

intensive

less intensive

I don't know
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CURRENT ISSUES

Now we will ask you a few questions about current issues.
18. To what extent do you agree with the following statements about the EU sanctions against
Russia?
somewhat somewhat
agree

agree

The EU sanctions should be kept until Russia’s retreat
from Crimea.
The EU sanctions should be kept until the Minsk II is
respected by Russia.
The EU sanctions against Russia should be abandoned
immediately.

19. What kind of support should your country provide to Ukraine?
humanitarian aid
financial aid
development assistance (including transition cooperation)
military equipment
sending troops
institution building and technical assistance
advocacy of the EU membership perspective
none
I don't know
other (please specify)

disagree

I don't
disagree

know

20. What kind of support should your country provide to the territories under the control of
ISIS?
humanitarian aid
acceptance of refugees
weapons
sending troops within an international coalition
facilitation of closer cooperation between the West and Russia in addressing ISIS
none
I don't know
other (please specify)

21. The EU (the European Commission and Member States) has promised to increase the level of
its aid to developing countries. Given the current economic situation, which of the following
statements best describes your opinion concerning your own country’s aid?
Your country should increase aid to developing countries beyond what is already promised.
Your country should keep its promise to increase aid to developing countries.
Your country should not increase aid to developing countries even though it has been promised.
Your country should reduce aid to developing countries as we can no longer afford it.
I don’t know.

* 22. Which of the following challenges, affecting developing countries, should your country's
development assistance focus on the most? (Please choose up to three options.)
food security and agriculture
health
education
employment
gender equality
migration
trade
water and sanitation
peace and security
environmental protection and biodiversity
climate change
democracy and human rights
energy
economic growth
social inequality
I don’t know
other (please specify)
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YOUR COUNTRY IN THE INTERNATIONAL ARENA

Now we will ask you to assess your country’s foreign policy since the EU accession in 2004.
23. What, in your opinion, has been the biggest success of your country’s foreign policy since
the EU accession in 2004?

24. What, in your opinion, has been the biggest failure of your country’s foreign policy since the
EU accession in 2004?
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THANK YOU

Thank you for filling out this questionnaire.
25. Do you have any comments, questions, or concerns regarding the questionnaire or the
research? Please feel free to share your feedback with us.

